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Reaching out and welcoming all people to the love of God and Jesus Christ as we worship together and grow in faith.

March 6, 2017
Dear Church Family,

Recently I read a fascinating story about a 26-year-old unemployed Canadian man who
made the most of his opportunities. Kyle MacDonald was sitting at home one day when he
noticed a very nice red paper clip sitting on his desk. Equipped with this one asset, MacDon-
ald went to work.

He went on the popular website, Craigslist, and offered to trade his paper clip for any-
thing of value. Right away some women from Vancouver offered to trade him a writing pen
that was in the shape of a fish. MacDonald accepted the offer and traded his paper clip for
the writing pen. He kept on trading and trading. Along the way, he even had an exchange
with the famous rock star, Alice Cooper. What began with a red paper clip, climaxed 14
trades later with a two-story house. MacDonald certainly is a man who made the most of his
opportunities!

Our Christian faith should help all of us to make the most of our opportunities. Lent is
this wonderful chance to examine the choices that will define our lives. For some folks, fast-
ing is a useful tool in the Lenten journey. What does the Bible suggest to us about fasting?
Here is what I believe Jesus and the Scriptures suggest.

If you fast, keep it as private as possible. You may have to tell your spouse
and/or your family what you are doing. But to the extent that you can do so, keep
it quiet.

(continued on p. 2)
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If you fast, do so with a specific purpose in mind. Use fasting to focus on
some particular area of your life, which you believe God has placed on your
heart.

Never fast just to be fasting. Never fast to put on some kind of a show
for others. But if fasting helps you confirm that God is the power in your life—
not food, exercise, alcohol, sex, caffeine or something else—then by all means
fast.

On one occasion, Jesus gave a surprising answer to a question about fasting.
His enemies asked him why his disciples did not fast as often as the Pharisees did. In
response, Jesus likened his short time on earth to a wedding feast. A paraphrase of
what he said would go thisway: Nobody in his right mind would t
attending a wedding feast. At a wedding feast,

The enemies of Jesus were offended that he sometimes spent time with tax col-
lectors and “sinners.” He liked to eat, laugh and share a little wine with people whom
the establishment considered undesirable. He didnt apologize for any of these things.
He showed us that joy was the centerpiece of the Christian life. Why is joy at the cen-
ter?

We have the joy of forgiveness. We are blessed with the joy of transformation.
There are the joys we derive from our relationships. We have the joy of adoption into
the family of God. There is the joy we derive from a love that never gives up on us.
We rest in the joy of eternal security. We rejoice in the joy of the risen Lord, the victor
over sin and death! Indeed, these are the bedrock truths of the Christian faith.

Jesus never said we shouldn’t fast. I believe he assumed that most of his follow-
ers would engage in some kind of fast from time to time. But I believe he would have
us do it creatively and in a limited way.

Lent is a hopeful time. It fills us with hope to know that we can root out things
that don’t belong in our lives. It fills us with confidence to know that we can master our
passions and appetites, so that certain things become less important in our lives. And
it fills us with hope to know that we can take on new things that God intends to be part
of our lives.

The word Lent refers to an old Anglo-Saxon word which means “lengthen.” The
season of Lent happens during the time of year when the hours of daylight are length-
ening. Let this be a reminder to all of us of where we are headed. The weather may be
dark outside and there are aspects of Lent which are somber in tone. But there is a
new day coming! The passion and death of Jesus are a means to an end.

Let us use this season of Lent to open the doors of our hearts a little wider, in the
hope of gaining a greater understanding of our Lord and his will for our lives. The
challenges of Lent prepare us for a certain destination—the joy of Easter Sunday.

Blessings in Christ,
Paul
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Worship & Sunday School Times
. 10 am Sunday Service

| Children’s Sunday School: 10:00 am

OFFERINGS
FEB General Fund
4 $8,584.85
11 $3,745.00
18 $9,361.00
25 $4,455.00
Total $26,145.85

rood Pantry

The Mt Calvary Lutheran Food Pantry
needs our donations. The food pantry is in
need of peanut butter & tuna fish this month.

The donation box is located by the main doors.
The pantry distribution day is on the first Tuesday
of every month.

Thanks for your

continued support

of the pantry!

An updated member directory that has addresses,
phone & cell numbers and email addresses of all
church members that are currently on file in the office
is being compiled now and will be ready for distribu-
tion by March 18. A PDF file of the directory which
can be downloaded to your computer, laptop or any
mobile device will be emailed to each church member
on our email contact list as well. Please call the office
(T-F, 8 AM-Noon) with any changes or additions to
your contact information. Your assistance with this
project is greatly appreciated!

Rev. Paul Arnold, Directing Pastor

E-mail: peoriauumc@sbcglobal.net
WWW.uumcpeoria.org 688-3486 Fax 688-4576
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I want to thank everyone for the prayers,
cards, emails and texts after my surgery. I am
back doing all T do before surgery with one
difference - I can BREATHE!

Renee Kilduski

I want to thank all those who helped to make
John’s luncheon so special. Thanks to all the
kitchen workers, the ladies for their salads and
desserts. And also, all the Memorial gifts that
were received in John’s name. It couldn’t have
been better. Love and hugs to you all!

Shirley Lane

Congress is beginning to work on the Farm Bill for

2019. Oddly enough, the Farm Bill is the home of ALL

the nutrition and poverty fighting programs in both
the United States and abroad. The tax bill that Congress
recently passed is going to slow progress toward Bread for
the World’s goal of ending hunger by 2030. The current
Farm Bill has provisions for food-aid reform which encour-
ages emergency food to be purchased as locally as possible.
Bread for the World’s goal is to help people move out of pov-
erty and be able to feed their families, but Congress has an-
nounced plans to cut more than $2 trillion in aid programs
for low-and middle-income families. There are going to be a
lot more desperate families with malnourished children in
2019 and beyond. Please pray for the hungry and for Con-
gress to act humanely. Also contact your Representative and
two Senators and ask them to protect all funding for nutri-
tion and poverty elimination programs imbedded in the Farm
Bill reauthorization negotiations.

I Newsl|l etter M a Tihel AprillLIigK wilDba rbaid on Friday, March 30 All articles are due by Mo naf thay week.
Thank you!
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March 2018 'OB?rm(lays
\This Month

Ruth Norgart, Mary Russell
Mila Dacayo
Kathy Frost, Juanita Nelson, Pat Wheeler

" D W R

Cyd Henrikson, Jim Hutcheson
12 samHannam

14  carlaBerg

16 Becky Braun, Jeanette Stevens
19 Ron Wheeler

23 Karen Larson

24  Betsy, McDaniel, John Tay, Crystal Wilson
26  Beth Carlson

27  Michelle Emerick

29  Jim Mosher

30 JuliPalka

March Anniversaries

1 Don & Nancie Smallberger
Bill & Lynn Nebergall
8 Virgilio & Mila Dacayo, Dean & Kristy Worrell
10 Dan & Evelyn Folk
29 Bill & Sarah Cole

GARREHVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SE
Giving in 2018!
There are many ways you can make a difference
United Methodist Church, our UUMC Foundation
fund at Garietaingelical Seminary while enjoying 1

benefits for yourself.
be charitable in 2018:

—_—— A — . —

1 Give from your IRA if you are 70. "H
This gift helps you fulfill your requweﬁ .
distribution and is not considered tax g &

91 Donate appreciated stock: with t
market at its current highs, you can ¢
appreciated stock and eliminate capite

1 Make a monthly electronic gift. A monthly ele
modern, simple way to give, and often allows do

for the chumtGarrefEvangelical!

Name a beneficiary for your retirement plan asselfs
are taxable when distributed to a loved drex kted

given to a-poofit.

Times are changing!

If Blanket Sunday caught you by surprise and unprepared, your contribution will still be greatly appreciated. Our contribu-
tions do amazing things: in the U.S. 123,039 hygiene kits passed out; in Jordan, 11,250 school kits; in Armenia, 1,500
blankets, in U.S., 4,320 blankets; in Cuba, 375 baby kits; in U.S., 4,612 clean up buckets. This is just a tiny sample of Church
World Service work. Any checks should be made out to University United Methodist Women or UUMW for short.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE MISSION

Our turn to serve the lunch at Neighbor-
hood House is April 8", Please let me
know if you can help. | will be needing
desserts and help in our kitchen at

. Neighborhood House
Neighborhood House as well. mpmgg—Ne,ghbmHe,,,memse,m

3

Renee Kilduski

Funsters

We will observe Christian Unity Sun-
day on Mar c h, with St. Paul Lutheran
Church. The worship service at our church
will be at our regular time — 10 a.m.,
followed by a fellowship meal in the dining
room. We are also invited to worship at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, at 8:30 a.m.
Again, the time of our own worship is
unchanged.

We will meet at Knuckles Pizza in Dunlap on Sunday, March 25th, @ 5:30 p.m. Itis located on Knox-
ville across from Dunlap Plaza and Benardi's. Please RSVP Linda Millen @ 691-6854 or email to

tchkids2@ sbcglobal.net. Hope to see you there!
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News & Upcoming Events

United Methodist Women
Women's Division

March 12 UMW Board Meeting @ 6:30 PM in Memorial Hall

March19 District UMW Mini-Mission, “Keeping the Covenant with Women & Children” , 9AM — 2 PM at Mossville United
Methodist Church. Contact Renee Kilduski by 3/10 if interested.

March 20 Priscilla Circle meets at 7:00 PM in Memorial Hall. The meeting will include Prayer & Self Denial.

March 26 Ruth Circle meets at 1:00 PM in Memorial Hall. There will be a speaker from Neighborhood House.

April 6 Church Women United 9:00 AM @ Memorial Christian Church, 2507 W. Newman Parkway.
Protecting Your Identity — What NOT to Carry in your Purse.

April 13 & 14 lllinois Great Rivers Conference CCH Festival of Quilts @ Urbana, IL

We would like to thank everyone for supporting the UMW by eating at the luncheon and buying our take-out
chicken & noodles. It was a huge success!

PURPOSE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience
freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church.

UMW MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN

We would like to extend an invitation to all women of our church to join a circle. For the Ruth Circle contact Linda Hahn (689-6550) and
for the Priscilla Circle contact Sherry Emerick (697-8316) or Joanne Barnwell (694-1015).

Holy Week Worship Sch

Palm Sunday, Ma r ¢ h: Wdrship at 10
AM

Maundy Thursday, Ma r ¢ h: Wdrship
with Communion at 7PM in our
sanctuary. We will be joined by friends

Py Next program is 6 p.m.,
O) Nl Sunday, ! LINJaf Univepsity
4 United Methodist Church,
2818 N. University, Peoria.
Concert will feature Kinza

Hagerup on piano and guest

Heart of the Artist

soprano Tracey Furling. Music

Concert Series

will include Schubert, Strauss,

Benefit Concerts by Peoria Area Artists
Proceeds to UUMC's Music Ministry

Schumann, Faure, Debussy,
Hahn, Vaughn Williams, Barber,Italian art songs and arias, and “El incarnatus
est” from Mozart’s Mass in C minor. A free-will offering will be taken to
compensate the artists and to benefit the music and fine arts ministry of
UUMC. For more information, call the church office @ 688-3486 during office

hours.

To former members{ O2 § 9 Iwloyhdve rdockt- |y

[ 2 dz
ed back in the Peoria area and have chosen UUMC to be their

June Carlson

from First United Methodist Church of
East Peoria.

Good Friday, Ma r c¢c h: W@drship at
7 PM at First United Methodist
Church of East Peoria.

Easter Sunday, Ap r i: Wotship at
10:00 AM

Please join us for worship throughout
Holy Week, especially on Easter Sunday,
as celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ!

Prayer for family and friends
Allen & Becky Beecher

church home for a second time. So happy to have you back! Irene Sherman Faye Nelson
Tonew member[ A Y Rl t SwhdrdoNgRvithihér daughter, Carole Hill Bill Sprick
Alison, has been attending regularly for several months. Glad to Shirley Lane Beth Ziegele

T Pt

have you part of our church family!

Jack & Betty Rhodes



http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/

